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SERMON, NO. XIX. 


(This discourse was delivered by the Editor at the funeral of 
Mrs. Sherwin, whose death was noticed in our last.) 


St. John vii. 24.—Judge not according to the appearance, but 
judge righteous judgement. 

Our Lord addressed these words to the Jews, who 
were disposed to accuse him for healing on the sabbath 
day.- They, like many other men inall ages of the world, 
had their peculiar notions of whatis right. The opin- 
ions of men in different ages and in different societies, 
are various. These opinions, with a variety of other 
incidents, are the offspring of different educations, and 
often continue to be supported by an equal number 
of prejudices. 

We judge “according to the appearance,” and often 
judge erroneously; so did the Jews. ‘Their views of 
many things were different from ours; and as they 
were erroneous in some of their conclusions, we some- 
times find ourselves equally so in ours. They from 
a scrupulous exactness of avoiding labor on the sabbath, 
considered the werk of healing, at that time, a trans- 
gression of their holy day. But our Savier showed them 
that they were inconsistent with their own views; they 
judged according to the appearance, and did not judge 
righteous judgement. Their law of circumcision was, 
that a male child should be circumcised when it was 
eight days old; and this would be likely to fall as often 
on the sabbath as on any other day. “If a man,” says 
Christ, “on the sabbath day receive circumcision that the 
law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at 


me, because ] have made a manevery whit whole on the 
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sabbath day F?? Our Lord has condescended to the use 
of an argument, before he gave the reproof contained 
in our text. He showed them that in the censuring him 
for works of mercy on the sabbath, as a violator of its 
holy requirements, they condemned themselves as 
transgressors of the same requirements in circumcis- 
ing a male child to fulfil the law of Moses. 

He who knew what was in man, and needed not that 
any should testify of man, might have exercised in this 
case his own divine prerogative. He might have called 
upon them to yield implicitly to his superior knowledge. 
This proud but mistaken man often demands of his 
fellow man. But our Lord was not thus assuming. 
He often seems to divest himself of the high authority of 
his mission, and to meet his opponents as an associate 
and an equal. In this way he showed them the incon- 
sistency of their complaints, from their own acknow- 
ledged premises. 

Having offered these as introductory remarks, let us 
further pursue our subject, by noticing in the first place 
as a general head, that in the providence of God, there 
is much that is hidden from man. 

The truth of this position is incontestible. The ad- 
ditional experience of every day does but manifest ad- 
ditional testimony of the fact. Do we pretend to sce? 
It is only through a glass darkly. Do we say we know? 
it is no more than knowledge in part. We may trace 
many effects, on general principles, to their immediate 
causes, and still many springs of actions operate unseen. 
Causes, more or less remote, may have appendages, 
which may operate and influence in a manner alto- 
gether hidden from the keenest eye of human compre- 
hension, and yet at a remote period show their effects. 
There are many occurrences in divine providence that 
seem altogether dark and inexplicable, which afterwards 
appear less objectionable and obscure. Weare sensible 
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that we should ever yield our judgement to the wisdom of 
the divine Ruler of the world; but we are not able to 
explain to our own satisfaction, every disastrous occur- 
rence that befalls the human family. We are not able 
to penetrate directly into the very nature of things ; 
neituer can we take a direct and open survey of the 
operations of the human mind. If we would judge of 
a tree bv its fruit, we must wait till we see that fruit 
matured. “The appearance” of the tree may deceive 
us. Perhaps it may be good when the fruit will prove 
it to be bad; or its appearance may be bad, whea 
the fruit will be good. Hence for us to judge accord- 
ing to the appearance, is not safe. We are in danger 
of erring, and judging that which is not righteous judge- 
ment. ‘Time, the great revealer of secrets, will unbosom 
to us many attending circumstances to correct the er- 
roneous impressions of “the appearance.” But after we 
have attended to our subject with caution; after we 
have waited the developement of attending circumstan- 
ces, so far as we are able to note them; and alter we 
have made our conclusions, that we are not deceived in 
the appearance, stilla word of caution may not, even 
then, be untimely or improper. We should not forget 
that man is fallible; and that it ily becomes him 
to dogmatize ; for he may mistake in some point where 
he thinks, there is no danger. An instance of this 
kind we have in the good old prophet Samuel, when 
he went to anoint a king over Israel from among 
tlle sons of Jesse. We have no reason to believe 
that rashness was a common trait in the prophet’s 
character; but he was cool, deliberate, and wise. 
Notwithstanding, he was a man, and, like other men, 
was sometimes deceived by the appearance. When he 
looked on Eliab, the older of Jesse’s sons, he said, 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him.” He little 
thought with all his accustomed prudence, that there was 
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danger of mistake, when he had received the directions 
so exact as to anoint one of Jesse’s sons, and when he 
saw the stately appearance of Eliab. No doubt, the 
universal sentiment of his day, that the eldest son was 
in a manner sacred to the Lord, and was entitled to a 
peculiar right of inheritance, had an influence on the 
prophet’s mind. In patriarchal governments, the right 
of authority was usually his when the former patriarch 
died. All these circumstances appeared sufficient to 
confirm him in his mistaken conclusion. But after all, 
his judgement, in this case, was only according to the 
appearance. ‘Tlie Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on 
his countenance, or on the height of his stature ; because 
Ihave refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth: fur man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart,”? 1 Sam. xvi.7. 
it may not be amiss, under this head, to notice some- 
thing of the principles of moral actions, in relation to 
humap power or agency. We wish, however, not to 
runinto metaphysical disquisitions on this intricate sub- 
ject; but to offer a few sugeestious. such as are suited 
to our subject and the solemn occasion of our present 
meeting. [fin the general providence of our God, many 
things operate in a manner unseen to man, we may be 
fully persuaded, that in the exercise of human agency, 
there is much that we can neither measure nor trace. 
Its operations are toe subtle for minute description. 
Tho we believe men are free in the exercise of their 
avency, to the extent of their moral faculties; yet this 
extent, in no man, are we able to measure. In the same 
person it may be greater at one time than at another, 
And tho we believe men exercise their agency from a 
principle within themselves, a principle which God has 
given them, yet the plan of operation in this principle 
is altogether inconceivable. Those who have attempted 
to explain the principles of moral agency from the 
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irresistible influence of motives, founded on external 
objects, have usually run their descriptions to manifest 
absurdities, and have thereby sufficiently refuted what 
they wished to maintain. 

The second head of discourse that I would offer at this 
time on our general subject is, that the moral character 
of men is not to be distinguished by their good or ill for- 
tune in the world. 

This position appears proveable from scripture, and 
common experience. We do not think, because a man 
is prosperous, that it is an incontestible proof of his 
righteousness; neither because he is unfortunate, 
would we pronounce him wicked. Have we any just 
reason to suppose that all men possess a reputation in 
tue world, exactly in proportion to their moral worth? 
We have in many instances considered ourselves much 
mistaken in the characters of our fellow men. Some we 
have found much worse than we at first supposed ; 
while others, for whom we have had no esteem, we 
have found by trial, worthy of our confidence. If, then, 
from these circumstances, we may make some general 
calculations, we may reasonably conclude that some 
great and good men have lived and died in obscurity. 
Others have shone for a time, and been crushed by the 
hand of the wicked. 

In making these remarks, we would not say that vir- 
tue is unfavorable to prosperity, or that wickedness is 
calculated, in its nature, te promote it. Virtue, in its 
very nature, is salutary, and wickedness is unsalutary 
But human society is so constituted, and must be so, 
unless man is made a different -being from what he is, 
that the interest of individuals is much in the hands of 
their fellow-creatures ; and their happiness, as it re- 
spects outward circumstances, is greatly dependent 
upon them. In relation to things, purely mental, men 


exercise ever one another an influence that sometimes 
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makes the virtuous sorrowful, and the vicious rejoice. 
There are many occurrences in the course of events, 
which ne human prudence can prevent, or foresight 
enable one to avoid, that exposes the virtuous as well 
as the wicked to distress, and sometimes to that which 
is both protracted and severe. From mistaken ideas 
on this subject, it appears the friends of Job founded 
their various accusations against him. They conclud- 
ed, from his great troubles and distress, that he must 
have secreted crimes of a very flagrant nature. From 
this circumstance, they therefore took the liberty to ae- 
cuse him, and to call loudly upon him to repent. Con- 
scious of his own integrity and the ignorance of his 
misguided friends, Job maintained his cause. Con- 
science did not accuse him, nor did his patience to en- 
dure fail him, in that distressing scene of trial. He 
was one of those who “was made an example of suffer- 
ing affliction and of patience.’ But in cases like this, 
let not the heart fail ; the Lord is our helper, and will 


he not appear in our behalf? “Ye have heard,” says the 


Apostle James, “of the patience of Job, and have seen 
the end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very pitiful and 
of tender mercy.” Chap. v. 11. Let us be assured that 
the Lord will thus finish all our afflictions, and at this 
time we are almost ready to say, “Behold, we count 
them happy that endure.” 

On the subject of our present labor, there is a scrip- 
tural illustration, that is too applicable to be passed 
over in silence. There were about our Lord, those 
“that told him of the Galileans, whese blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus, answering, 
said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were 
sinners above all the Galileans, because they suffered 
such things?’? The Galileans in general, it appears 
were not a very calm and peaceable people ; but these 
were peculiarly disgraced at their death, in that while 
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they were sacrificing, Pilate falling upon them, slew 
them, and mingled their blood with the blood of the 
sacrifices which they offered. This, to human view, 
was a signal and irretrievable destruction. But are we 
to infer from this circumstance, that those Galileans 
were more wicked than other Galileans? It was to 
them an unavoidable providence of God, and not that 
they were singled out as an extraordinary example of 
wickedness. What says our Lord to the question of 
their being greater sinners? His language is, “I tell 
you, Nay, but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” 

Again, our Lord mentions another instance of a sim- 
ilar nature. “Those eighteen, upon whom the tower of 
Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were 
Sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?” This 
question he answers himself, as he did the other. “I _ 
tell you, Nay, but except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish.” Luke xiii. 1---5. It is said “this predic- 
tion of our Lord was literally fulfilled. When the city 
was taken by the Romans, multitudes of the priests, 
&c. who were going on with their sacrifices, were slain, 
and their blood mingled with the blood of their vic- 
tims ; and multitudes were buried under the ruins of 
the walls, houses, and temples.” 

We find in this our world of misery, that some peo- 
ple, (we know not but as innocent as others,) are made 
the subjects of long and grievous afflictions. Some, 
like the children of Israel in Egypt, are doomed to a 
life of intolerable hardships. Others spend the best of 
their days in gloomy prisens or dark cells, where they 
are neither visited with the light of the sun, nor the so- 
ciety of a social friend to awaken a lively feeling in 
those long and dreary abodes. These are events that 
appear dark to us. But of one thing we may be fully 
persuaded, that the Lord is good. The Psalmist de- 
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clares that he “is good unto all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.”? Our Savior says, “he is kind 
to the unthankful.” Luke vi. 35. Whatever afflictions 
assail us, or however grievous our lot of life may be, 
let us then never despair of divine mercy; for the 
Lord is our helper, tho all other helps fail. 

The scriptures maintain the doctrine of a universal 
retribution, God “will render to every man according 
to his deeds.” This every Christian professes to be- 
lieve ; but not with a perfect uniformity of interpreta- 
tion. The general assent of the Christian world har- 
monizes in the opinion that the present is not a state 


ef full and perfect retribution. To this opinion I know 


of no cther exceptions than a pertion of our own con- 
nexion. But to us, both the scriptures and the known 
state of society unite in maintaining this want of full 
and perfect retribution here. We sometimes see the 
wicked oppressor sailing upon the tide of prosperity, 
and at death, some friendly hand closes his eyes in 
peace. To be sure he pursues a dangerous course, 
even in relation to the things of this world; but we de 
not always see him fal]. On the other hand, we hear 
the honest poor groan under the hand of the oppressor ; 
perhaps he falls a victim to his relentless rage, and 
thus closes the career of his mortal life. Long may 
the sorrowful widow sigh in her lonely dwelling, and 
the helpless orphan about her weep, while the cruel 
hand that removed at once a husband and a father, is 
successfully administering distresses to others of a sim- 
ilar description. Shall we believe that both these char- 
acters, the oppressor and oppressed, are receiving a 
just and equal retribution in the daily course of the 
present career of life? or will they find it in a succeed- 
ing period, when it shall be said of such oppressors, as 
was said to the rich man, “But now he is comforted, 
and thou art tormented.” 
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Let us now eall into view our third head of discourse, 
that concerning what is hidden by the veil of futurity, 
we should never judge contrary to God’s mercy. When 
we are told that the tender mercies of Ged are over all 
his works, should we judge righteous judgement, to say 
any portion of his works is out of the reach of his mer- 
cy ? Who has fixed bounds to the mercy of our God, 
and said, thus far shalt thou come, and no farther? and 
here shal! thy benevolent hand be stayed ? How appear 
these things to you, my hearers? Remember, that if 
you judge according to the appearance, and do not 
judge righteous judgement, like the Scribes and Phari- 
sees of old, you condemn where the Lord does not 
condemn. 

The future is to us a state unseen. It is where our 
experience has-never attained. Our best ideas of much 
that pertains to this life, are extremely imperfect ; 
much more so, then, must be those conditions which are 
beyond the ken of a mortal’s eye. We may compre- 
hend some outlines of general description, And such 
Wé tiave reason to believe were only intended for us in 
the communications of Ged’s word, on subjects of futu- 
rity. 

There are many things which appear to us porten- 
tous of evil, that are in reality, much less unfavorable. 
Of this we need not doubt, from the numerous occur- 
rences of mistakes into which we find we have frequent- 
ly fallen. Itisa happy circumstance, when, at the de- 
pacture of our friends, we are enabled to behold them 
calm, resigned, and happy. It is equally happy for us 
whea in life, we can behold them meeting the vicissi- 
tudes and adverses of fortune, with a calm reliance on 
the faithfulness of God, possessing patience and fortt- 
tude to endure. But we cannot always expect to be 
thus fortunate in our friends. The burden of life, in 
some cases, is hard to be borne; and a state of des pon- 
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dency, which we cannot always control, makes it intol- 
erable. By the timely use of proper means, our moral 
condition may be often meliorated, but not always con- 
trolled. It is impossible for us to determine the full 
influence of bodily infirmittes. We should therefore 
be careful how we judge, lest by the appearance, we 
should find that we are deceived. 

We would now close this subject by a few remarks 
on the subject of suicide. I am very sensible that the 
present very solemn occasion requires much caution 
and care in treating a subject of this nature, lest your 
feelings, already alive to sorrow, should be too deeply 
wounded by the recital. But we believe the interest 
excited by the occasion on which we have met, justly 
requires that something should be offered. 

Suicide is thought by many to be the worst species 
of murder. This sentiment seems to be founded on the 
opinion that the state of all is irreversibly fixed at death. 
And as suicide is, according to this sentiment, a crim- 
inal assault upon one’s self, in the last moments of life, 
it leaves No room for repentance, but seals a person’s 
doom to the region of endless wee. But should we al- 
low all this to be true, which we do not, is not the mur- 
der of another a greater crime than the worst species 
of suicide ? In the last case, the guilt and the suffering 
are both confined to one ; but in the former, the inno- 
cent bleeds for the malice of his wickedenemy. Should 
we consider them both in an unprepared state for death ; 
then one goes to misery by his own hands, another by 
the hands of his enemy ; and this enemy still remains 
a prepared victim for those fearful torments. In which 
of these is the most injury done to society ? The per- 
son that has committed suicide, has not fallen upon his 
neighbor, but upon himself; the person that has com- 
mitted murder, has fallen upon his neighbor, and has 
left a wretch to burden society. Perhaps it may still 
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be said he has a chance for repentance. Yes truly, 
your sentiments allow him this opportunity. But it 
presents a hard case in relation to the poor unfortunate 
sufferer! The villain has lifted his hand against him, 
and because he was not converted, has hastened him to 
unalterable misery ; but he himself craftily turns his 
course, and mounts to the abodes of bliss. Thus the 
poor man is sent to hell; but the rascal that sent him 
there, goes to heaven! Alas! What is heavenly felici- 
ty? What the feelings of that converted soul that 
swims in bliss, while conscious that a better man than 
he, by his hands, groans in anutterable woe? And all 
this it appears, because the wicked man did not give 
him time for repentance. My hearers, can so much be 
in the power of mant No; it cannot be. It is too 
much to be entrusted in the hands of so frail and so 
treacherous a being. 

Suicide is by no means to be countenanced. It is no 
doubt the effect of insanity, weakness, or crime. Let 
every one guard against it; and let it be our prayer, 
that the Lord, in a time of trouble, would graciously 
preserve us from it. But let not the evil be magnified, 
and let us be careful, if we judge, that we judge no 
other than righteous judgement. 

Concerning the unfortunate mother of these children, 
the once helper and friend of this our aged brother, are 
you, her old friends and neighbors, now prepared to 
rise up and condemn her? W ho ot ens will say, she 
has lived a wicked life ? Has she not long been a faith- 
ful companion and sincere friend to her husband? You 
that are mothers, say, for this judgement belongs to 
you, did we not once behold her busied in similar em- 
ployments, exercising similar cares, and expressing 
similar anxieties for her offspring, which we so frequent- 
ly witness in you, for the children that are now around 
you? Will my audience allow me to say, she busied 
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herself in other people’s concerns, often meddling with 
things which she ought not? No; not one of you are 
disposed to countenance a word of this kind. You are 
ready to bear your testimony that nothing of this kind 
can tarnish the memory of the deceased. Nor will any 
one say, she was a despiser of the religion of Jesus. 
She desired his faver ; but at last despaired of his mer- 
cy! Pitiable indeed !—when he says, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” But no earthly power could persuade her, 
that this was leave for her. Yet she is in the hands of 
a merciful God, whose mercy let us ever trust, and 
whose goodness let us adore. 

To the mourners, on this afflictive dispensation, I 
would new offer a few words, as is usual on similar oc- 
casions. There is no season in which rational beings 
should despair of the mercy of heaven. Tho wortals 
should be covered with clouds of darkness; yet the 
Lord is good, and his mercies fail not. Tho like your 
lamented and once faithful friend, they fall victims to 
disease and despair, the eye that never slumbers nor 
sleeps, is watchful over them; the hand that is not 
shortened that it cannot save, is still extended toward 
them. Are they dead in trespasses and sins? such 
have been, and dou'viless will be guickened; Do you 
think them lost? remember Jesus “came to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” 

The feelings of the afflicted husband, on this trying 
occasion, we desire to commiserate. When we con- 
template your condition, my respected friend, and find 
you called to a second trial in the loss of your lamented 
companion and friend, we are thankful to believe, that 
you are able to profit by experience, and trust that you 
will not account yourself forsaken of the Lord. May 
he not wit! draw his loving kindness from you, but still 
suppert you according to the ricuness of his mercy. 
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To a numerous family, now bereft of a mother, once 
a mother indeed,—kind, watchful, and provident. What 
has fallen to your lot, is the lot of thousands. Be ye 
fellow-helpers of one another, and forget not your re- 
maining parent, whose advice and care you will doubt- 
less hold very precious to yourselves. The virtues of 
your unfortunate mother should likewise have a lasting 
impression on your minds. May he who took children 
in his arms and blessed them, smile upon you, and make 
you the happy subjects of his tender compassion. 

The two aged grand parents, we remember on this 
eccasion of affliction and sorrow. You, who are the 
parents of parents, each of you are now bereft of your 
fellow-travellers and companions in life, and who now 
behold a new generation around you, are this day call- 
ed to sympathize with one another, and a numerous 
circle of surviving relatives, on this peculiar season, 
that renews to your son the sorrows which you have 
experienced before him. Yeu have long travelled the 
vicissitudes of this life, and are doubtless prepared to 
leave itwhen it pleases God to callyou home. At this time 
may you not sorrow as those that mourn without hope,but 
may the peace of God be with you, and when removed 
from this, may you be received to the abode of peace to 
join the ransomed of the Lord to praise him for ever 
and ever. | 

May the Lord graciously sanctify this dispensation 
of his providence to all mourning friends, whether pre- 
seat or absent, and to each individual now in divine 
presence,—keep us from evil,—and, in his own due 
time, receive us all in his heavenly kingdom, to.praise 
him in eternity, and the glory be his for evermore. 

AMEN. 
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bin. Evrror, 

Sir, I here send you a piece, taken from the Liverpool Ka- 
leidoscope, which, if you should think worthy of a place in 
your useful paper, perhaps it would gratify some, and it might 
prove a watchword to others of your numerous readers. 

A. P. 
An instance that proves, that incidents, in a stage-coach, 


sometimes produce or promote salutary impressions. 


In company, in the conveyance alluded to, was 
a young man of social temper, affable manners, and con- 
siderable information. His accent was barely sufficient 
to discover, that English was not his native tongue; 
and a very slight peculiarity in pronouncing the th, as- 
certained him a Dutchman. He had early entered into 
the military life ; had borne both a Dutch and a French 
commission; had travelled much; was master of dif- 
ferent languages ; and evinced by his deportment, that 
he was no stranger to the society of gentlemen. He 
had, however, in a high degree, a fault, too common 
among military men, and too absurd to find an advocate 
among men of sense—he swore profanely and inces- 
santly! While the horses were changing, a gentleman, 
who sat on the same seat in the coach with him, took 
him by tle arm, and requested the favor of his compa- 
ny in a short walk. When they were so far retired as 
not to be overheard, the former observed, “Altho I have 
not the honor of your acquaintance, I know, sir, that 
your habits of feeling are those of a gentleman, and that 
nothing can be more repugnant to your wishes than giv- 
ing unnecessary pain to any of your company.” He 
started, and replied, “Most certainly, sir, I hope I have 
committed no offence of that sort.” “You will pardon 
me for pointing out an instance in which you have not 
altogether avoided it.” “Sir,” said the young officer, 
“I shall be much your debtor for se friendly an act; fer 
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upon my honor, I cannot conjecture in what [ have 
transgres#ed.”” “If you, sir,” said the former, “had a 
very dear friend, to whom you were under unspeakable 
obligations, should you not be deeply wounded by any 
disrespect to him, or even at hearing his name introduc- 
ed and used with a frequency of repetition, a levity of 
air incompatible with the dignity of, or the regard due 
to his character ?”? “Undoubtedly, and I should not per- 
mit it; but I know not that I am chargeable with inde- 
corum to any of your friends.” “Sir, my God is my 
best friend, to whom I am under unspeakable obliga- 
tions! [ think you must recollect that you have very 
frequently, since we commenced our journey, taken his 
name in vain. This has given to me and others excru- 
ciating pain.”” “Sir,” answered the officer with a very 
ingenuous emphasis, “I have done wrong—lI confess the 
impropriety—I am ashamed of a practice which, I am 
sensible, has no excuse: but I have imperceptibly fall- 
en into it; and I really swear without being conscious 
that Ido so. I will endeavor to abstain from it in fu- 
ture; and as you are wext,on the seat, 1 shall thank 
you to touch my elbow as often as I trespass.”” Thia 
was agreed upon: the horn sounded, and the travellers 
resumed their places. In the space of four or five miles, 
the officer’s elbow was jogged every few seconds ; he 
always colored, but bowed and received the hint with- 
out the least symptom of displeasure, and, in a few miles 
more, so mastered his propensity for swearing, that not 
one oath was heard from his lips, during the rest, which 
was the greater part of the journey. 





BUSY BODIES. 
Every man hath in his own life sins enough, in his 
ewn mind trouble enough, in his own fortune evils e- 
nough, and in performance of his office failings more 
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than enough to entertain his own inquiry ; so that curi- 
osity after the affairs of others cannot be without envy 
and an evil mind. What is it to me if my neighbor’s 
grandfather were a Syrian, or his grandmother illegiti- 
mate, or that another is indebted five thousand pounds, 
or whether his wife be expensive? But commonly curi- 
ous persons, or (as the Apostle’s phrase is,) busy-bodies, 
are not solicitous or inquisitive into the beauty and er- 
der of a well governed family, or after the virtues of an 
excellent person; but if there be any thing for which 
men keep locks and bars, and porters, things that blush 
to see the light, and either are shameful in manners, or 
private in nature, these things are their care and their 
business. But if great things will satisfy our inquiry, 
the courses of the sun and moon, the spots in their faces, 
the firmament of heaven and the su pposed erbs, the ebb- 
ing and flowing of the sea, are work enough for us ; or, 
if this be not, let him tell me whether the number of the 
stars be even or odd, and when they began to be so: 
since some ages have discovered new stars which the 
former knew not, but might dav® seen if they had been 
where now they are fixed. If these be too troublesome, 
search lower, and tell me why this turf this year brings 
forth a daisy, and the next year a plantain; why the 
apple bears his seed in his heart, and wheat bears it in 
his head ; let him tell why a graft taking nourishment 
from a crab stock shall have a fruit more noble than its 
nurse and parent; let him say why the best of oil is at 
the top, the best of wine in the middle, and the best of 
honey at the bottom, otherwise than it is in some liquors 
that are thinner and in some thicker. But these things 
are not such as please busy bodies: they must feed upon 

edies, and stories of misfortunes and crimes; and 
yet tell them ancient stories of the ravishment of chaste 
maidens, er the debauchment of nations, or the extreme 
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peverty of learned persons, or the persecutions of the 
old saints, or the changes of government, and sad acci- 
dents happening in royal families among the Arsacide, 
the Caesars, the Ptolemies, these were enough to scratch 
the itch of knowing sad stories; but unless you tell 
them something sad and new, something that is done 
within the bounds of their own knowledge or relation, 
it seems tedious and unsatisfying; which shows plainly 
itis an evil spirit; envy and idleness married together 
and begot curiosity. Therefore Plutarch rarely well com- 
pares curious and inquisitive ears to the execrable gates 
of cities, out of which only malefactors and hangmen, 
and tragedies pass, nothing that is chaste or holy. Ifa 
physician should go from house to house unsent for, and 
inquire what woman hath a cancer in her bewels, or 
what man a fistula in his stomach, the he could pretend 
to cure it, he would be almost as unwelcome as the dis- 
ease itself; and therefore it is inhumane to inquire af- 
ter crimes and disasters without pretence of amending 


them, but to discover them. We are not angry with 
searchers and publicans when they look only on public 
merchandise, but when they break open trunks, and 


pierce vessels and unrip packs, and open sealed letters. 
Jer. Taylor. 


—=_ 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNIVERSAL- 
ISTS, SEPTEMBER, 1824. 


Agreeable to adjournment, the members cemposing the 
General Convention of Universalists, for the New-England 
States and others, assembled at Strafford, Vt. on Tuesday 
evening, Sept. 14, 1824; and after uniting with Br. Edward 
Turner in thanksgiving and prayer, organized the Council as 
follows : 

1. Chose Br. Edward Turner, Moderator. 

2. Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Clerk. 

3. Chose Br. Sebastian Streeter, Assistant Clerk. 

4. Chose Brs. Hosea Ballou, Robert Bartlett, and Sebastian 
Streeter, a Committee to receive applieations for letters ef 
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fellowship, or for ordination; to examine the candidates, and 
report to the Convention during the present session. 

5. Received the credentials of delegates, and read letters 
from several churches and societies. 


6. Adjourned to Wednesday morning, 8 o’clock.—Prayer 
by Br. Thomas Whittemore. 4 , : 


7. Met agreeable to adjournment. Prayer by Br. D. Skin- 
mer. 

8. Order of the public service for Wednesday. Br. Dol- 
phus Skianer, the introductory prayer. 

Br. Thomas Whittemore, the sermon, from 1 Cor. ix. 16. 
For tho I preach the gospel I have nothing to glory of, for ne- 
eessily is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the 
gospel. 

Cencluding prayer, Br. William Bell. 

9. The Committee on Applications for Ordination, &c. re- 
ported in favor of ordaining Br. Fliphalet Case, Jr. to the 
work of the ministry, at large, which report being accepted, 
made the following arrangements for public service, on Wed- 
mesday, P. M. 

Br. Kittredge Haven, the introductory prayer. 

Br. Sebastian Streeter, the sermon. Text, Eph. iii. 8, 9. 
Unto me who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 


given, that I should preach among tie Genttles, the unsearcha- 


ble riches of Christ: and to make all men see what is the fellow- 
ship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ. 

Br. Hosea Balleu, the ordaining prayer. 

Br. E. Turner, the Charge and delivery of the Scriptures. 

Br. R. Bartlett, the Right hand of Fellowship. 

Concluding prayer, by Br. Warren Skinner. 

10. By request of Br. E. Turner, yoted to exense him from 
further services, as standing Clerk ofthis Convention. 

11. Voted the thanks of the Convention to Br. E. Turner, 
for the faithfulness with which he has discharged the duties 
ef his office as standing Clerik. 

12. Chose Br. H. Ballou, 2d, Clerk of the Convention. 

13. Appointed Brs. R. Barilett, John E, Palmer, and Dp. 
Skinner, a Committee to visit the Northern Association, to be 
holden at Whitehall, N. ¥. on the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in October next. 

14. Appointed Brs. E. Turner, R. Streeter, and S. Cobb, a 
Committee to visit the Eastern Association, te convene at 
Wayne, Me. on the first Wednesday and Thursday in July 
ext. 
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15. Appointed Brs. R. Carrique, A. Kinsman, and S. R. 
Smith, a Committee to visit the Western Association, to meet 
at Eaten’s Bush, on the first Wednesday and Thursday in 
June next. 

16. Appointed Brs. Hosea Ballou, T. Whittemore, and S. 
Streeter, a Committee to visit the Seuthern Association, to 
assemble at Wilbraham, Mass. on the last Wednesday and 
Thursday in June next. 

17. Voted that the New-Hampshire Universal Association 
be received into the fellowship of this Convention. 

18. Voted te receive into fellowsaip with this Convention, 
the Rockingham Association of Universalists. 

19. Appointed Brs. E. Smith, L. Willis, and D. Skinner, a 
Committee to visit the New-Hampshire Association, to con- 
vene at Hancock, N. H. on the second W ednesday and Thurs- 
day in June next. 

20. Appointed Brs. E. Turner, J. Wood, and T. Whitte- 
more, a Committee to visit the Rockingham Association of 
Universalists at Nottingham, N. H. on the first Wednesday 
and Thursday in September, 18235. 

21. The following Societies were respectively received in- 
to fellowship with the General Convention :—The Society of 
Universalists in Lempster, N. H.; the Society of Universal- 
ists in Springfield, N. H.; the Universalists Society in Wa- 
terford, Vt. and the Second Society of United Christian Friends 
in the city of New-York. 

22. Adjourned to8 o’clock, Thursday, A. M. 

23. Met agreeable to adjournment, and commenced the la- 
bors of the day in devout thanksgiving and prayer by Micha- 
iah Colburn. 

24. The Committee on application for letters of fellowship, 
é&c. reported in favor ofa letter to Br. Michaiah Colburn, and 
the report was unanimously accepted. 

25. Heard the report of the Committees appointed at the 
last session of the Convention to visit the different Associa- 
tions. 

26. The following resolve was unanimously passed: Resolvy- 
ed, that in future, in all instances of difficulty existing be- 
tween brethren in the ministry, or between a brother in the 
ministry and a church or society in fellowship with the Gen- 
eral Convention, it shall be the duty of such parties to settle 
their differences by a mutual council, chosen of such as are 
in fellowship with the Convention; and should either party 
refuse to submit the case to such a council, the other shall 
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have a right to an ex parte council, and the decision in eith- 
er case shail be final. 

27. Br. S. Streeter reported the dissolution of his pastoral 
relation to the Universalist Church and Society in Portsmouth, 
N. H. and his connexion with the first Church and Society 
ef Universalists in the city of Boston. 

28. Order of public service on Thursday, A. M. 

Br. S. Streeter, introductory prayer. 

Br. E. Turner, the sermon, from 1 Cor. i. 21. Fer after 
that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, 
st pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe. 

Br. D. Skinner, the concluding prayer. 

29. Order of public service on Thursday, P. M. 

Introductory prayer, Br. E. Smith. 

Br. H. Ballou, the sermon, from Matt. xxii. 37—40. Jesus 
saith unie him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the 

first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. | On these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Br. E. Case, Jr. concluding prayer. 

In addition to the regular services above mentioned, a dis- 
course was delivered on Wednesday evening, by Br. D. Skin- 







A} ner, from James i. 27; another by Br. E. Smith, at the !ower 
ie village, from Acts xvi. 17; and others on Thursday eveaing, 
3 Te 

. by Br. L. Willis and Br. J. E. Palmer. 


30. Appointed Br. S. Streeter to prepare the Minutes of 
this Convention for the press, and to accompany the same 
with an appropriate circular. 

31. Voted that the Minutes of the proceedings of this C on- 
vention be published in the Universalist Magazine, and also 
in the respective periodical publications of our erder. 

32. Having finished the business of the session, we united 
with Br. Hosea Ballou in devout thanks to Ged for the re- 
freshing season enjoyed by our souls, and in fervent prayer 
for the repetition of like favors, and adjourned to meet again 
at Hartland, Vt. on the third Wednesday of September, 1825. 

By order, S. STREETER. 


CERTAINTY. 
“I am not so foolish,” says the pious Richard Baxter, 


“to pretend my certainty to be greater than it is, mere- 
ly because it is dishonor to be less certain. My cer- 
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fainty that Iam a man, is before my certainty there is 
a God: 2. My certainty that there is a God, is before 
my certainty that he requireth love and holiness of his 
creatures: 3. My certainty of this, is greater than my 
certainty of the life of rewards and punishments here- 
after: 4. My certainty of that is greater than my cer- 
tainty of the endless duration of it, and the immortality 
ef individual souls. 5. My certainty of the Deity, is 
greater than my certainty of the Christian faith: 6. My 
certainty of the Christian faith in its essentials, is great- 
er than my certainty of the perfection and infallibility 
of the holy Scriptures: 7. My certainty of that, is great- 
er than my certainty of many particular texts: and so 
of the truth ef many particular doctrines, or of the ca- 
noniealness of some certain books. So that you see by 
what gradations my understanding doth proceed : as al- 
so that my certainty differs as the evidence differs: and 
they that have attained to a greater perfection and a 
higher degree of certainty than I, should pity me, and 
preduce their evidence to help me. 


= 


From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 


SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF PHILIP MELANCTHON, ONE 
OF THE CELEBRATED GERMAN REFORMERS. 

In detailixg the lives of Wickliffand Luther we have 
traced the first rise of that reformation to which we are 
chiefly indebted for the knowledge and virtue diffused 
throughout the world. Previous tw this period the earth 
had been covered for ages with a more than Egyptian 
darkness. The lamp of revelation was nearly extin- 
guished. Reason, emphatically styled the candle of the 
Lord, was banished from the concerns of religion. Ty- 
ranny of the grossest and most palpable kind had ex- 
tended its empire over the consciences of mankind. 
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But by the magnanimous interference of the characters 
already mentioned, the human race were rescued from 
their bondage, and introduced into that glorious liberty 
which belongs to the children of God. 

In all the great events which have happened on the 
theatre of the world, we may discern a difference in the 
degree of exertion necessary for the accomplishment of 
them. Some are for taking the lead ; formed by nature 
and inured by habit, they are inclined to brave the 
storm; whilst another class shun the more turbulent 
scenes, but are supposed to aid the grand catastrophe 
with the most unaffected sincerity. Of the former cast 
may be reckoned Wickliff and Luther; each of them 
equally useful in their day and generation: of the latter 
description may be reckoned Philip Melancthon, the 
subject of the present Memoir. His talents were great, 
his zeal considerable, and even his exertions were enti- 
tled to considerable praise. But mild in his temper 


and disposition, he by more gentle means promoted the 
great cause of the Reformation. 


Philip Melancthon was born at Bretten, in the pala- 
tine of the Rhine, Feb. 16, 1497. The place of his na- 
tivity furnished him with the first elements of education, 
tho he was afterwards sent to Pfortsheim, where he be- 
came acquainted with Reuchlin, who proved a great 
friend to him. Having been at the University of Hei- 
delburg, his rapid improvement there was an extraordi- 
nary circumstance for his years. At fourteen years of 
age he was entrusted with the tuition of the sons of the 
Count of Leonstein; but even previous to this period, 
he had written a comedy, the entire production of his 
ewn mind. Indeed such were the natural talents and 
vast acquirements of this celebrated character, that 
Erasmus, the most competent judge of the age, made 
this exclamation concerning him, “Good God! what 
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hopes may we not conceive of Philip Melancthon, who, 
altho very young, and almost a boy, is equally to be ad- 
mired for his knowledge of both languages! What 
quickness of invention! what purity of diction! what 
vastness of memory! what modesty and gracefulness of 
behavior !”? 

Leaving Heidelburg he went to Tubingen, where he 
read lectures on Virgil, Terence, Cicero, and Livy, 
during a period of five years. In 1518, he accepted the 
professorship of Greek in the University of Wittem- 
berg, which was given him, upon the recommendation of 
Reuchlin, by the Elector of Saxony. Here he became 
intimate with Luther, about fourteen years older than 
himself, for whom he entertained the greatest venera- 
tion. 

In the year 1520, the lectures he read on Paul’s Epis- 
tle to the Romans were so much approved by Luther, 
that he advised their publication, and even accompanied 
them with a preface, in which occur strong expressions 
of approbation. The labors of Melancthon began now 
to be greatly multiplied. He wrote many books, and 
visited many churches. He also resolutely defended 
Luther against the divines of Paris, who had condemn- 
ed him. But the greatest task imposed upon him at 
this period was the drawing up of the Augsburg Con- 
fession, presented to the Emperor at the Diet in that 
city. ‘ 

This famous confession contains twenty-eight chap- 
ters, twenty-one of which represented the religious 
opinions of the protestants ; the remaining seven expos- 
ed the errors of popery. The matier was furnished by 
Luther, but the style was Melancthon’s, remarkable for 
its elegance and perspicuity. It was read before the 
Diet, and produced a lasting impression on the audi- 
ence. Mosheim indeed remarks, “The princes heard it 
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with the deepest attention; it confirmed some in the 
principles they had embraced, surprised others, and ma- 
ny who before this time had little or no idea of the re- 
ligiaus sentiments of Luther, were now not only con- 
vinced, but were, moreover, delighted with their purity 
and simplicity.” 

The pacifie temper of Melancthon was the subject of 
general admiration, and he was therefore a proper per- 
son to promote an accommodation. But the violent of 
both sides shut their ears against every thing of the 
kind. One I[llyricus exclaimed, “they ought to desert 
all the churches, and threatened an insurrection rather 
than bear a surplice!’’ And thus a Jesuite, with a simi- 
lar disposition, declared that “they would not put out 
one wax taper, tho it were to convert all the Hugonots.” 
Melancthon, however, was not thus minded, for his mo- 
ther once asking him what she must believe amidst so 


many disputes, and repeating to him her prayers, which 


had nothing in them of superstition, “Go on, mother,” 
said he, “to believe and pray, as you have done, never 
troubling yourself about controversies!’ This advice, 
understood with proper limitations, is deserving of be- 
ing written in letters of gold. 

His moderation was so judiciously exercised on every 
occasion, that both Francis the First and Henry the 
Eighth were desirous of seeing him ; but he saw neither 
of them, certain circumstances arose which prevented 
his leaving Germany. Conferences about religion occu- 
pied a great portion of his time—for this plain reason— 
he devoutly wished that all contention might cease, and 
that there might be an universal diffusion of peace and 
purity. 

In 1539, Melancthon was present at an assembly of 
protestant princes, held at Frankfort, concerning the 
best mode ef effecting a reformation. He alse assisted 
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in a similar assembly at Worms, when he disputed with 
Eccius about original sin. Some time after this, at 
another conference, Eccius, having proposed a puzzling 
sophism to Melancthon, he paused, and said, that “he 
would give him an answer the next day.” On which 
his opponent immediately represented to him the dis- 
grace of requiring so longatime. But Melancthon 
honestly replied, Mi doctor! non quero meam gloriam 
hoc in negotio sed veritaiom—“<My dear Sir, truth, and 
not my own glory, is what i seek in the present busi- 
ness.” Would to God that all disputants were influ- 
enced by the same noble spirit; then half of eur present 
controversies would be no more, and tie remaining to- 
pics of dispute would be discussed with modesty and 
humility. The angry and litigious controversialist is a 
hateful character; he has proved the pest of the reli- 
gious world. 

After various other labors, all tending to promote 
that object that lay near his heart—the peace and pros- 
perity of the church of Christ—he died at Wittemberg, 
1560, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. He was bu- 
ried near Luther, in the church belonging to that place. 
Every suitable token of respect was paid to his memory. 

Melancthon, having married in 1520, had two sons 
and two daughters; and seems to have been exceeding- 
ly happy in his family. Bayle tells us the following an- 
ecdote—A Frenchman found him one day holding a 
book in one hand, and rocking the cradle with the other. 
Expressing some surprise at the sight, this amiable di- 
vine addressed him on the duty of a father, and on the 
state of favor in which children are with God; so 
that the stranger went away with an uncommon degree 
of satisfaction. 

Instead of drawing up a new character for this emi- 
nent servant of Christ, it will be best to transcribe the 
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Sketch already laid before the public. It is delineated 
with a masterly hand, and carries with it strong inter- 
nal marks of its fidelity. Such characters hold forth 
the most valuable instructions to mankind. 

“Melancthon was a man in whom many good as well 
as great qualities were wonderfully united. He had 
great parts, great learning, great sweetness of temper, 
moderation, contentedness, and the like, which would 
have made him very happy in any other times than those 
in which he lived. He never affeeted dignities of hon- 
ors, or riches, but was rather negligent of all these 
things. Learning was infinitely obliged to him on ma- 
ny accounts; in none more than this, that he reduced 
almost all the sciences, which had been taught in a 
vague irregular manner, into systems. Considering the 
distractions of his life, and the infinity of disputes in 
which ke was engaged, it is astonishing how he could 
find leisure to write so many books. Their number is 
predigious, insomuch that it was thought necessary to 
publish a chonological catalogue of them in 1582. His 
moderation was a cross to him, for he was a lamb in the 
midst of wolves! It not only exposed him to all kinds 
ef slander, but would not suffer him to “answer a fool 
according to his folly.”” His constitution was very weak, 
and required great tenderness and management, so that 
even Luther, who was hot and zealous, blamed him for 
laboring too hard in the vineyard.” 

It will, however, be recollected, that this spirit of mo- 
deration for which Melancthon has been blamed, dwelt 
eminently in Jesus Christ and his apostles; thus con- 
stituting the glory of pure and rational Christianity. 
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Substance of a speech delivered before the Legislature of 
Vermont, 1824, in joint committee, on electing a suit- 
able person to preach the net election sermon, his Ex- 
cellency, C. P. Van Ness in the chair. 


Mr. Cuairnmay, 

I nominate the Rev. Robert Bartlett, of Hartland, a 
respectable preacher of the Universalist connexion, as 
a suitable person to preach the next election sermon. 

In support of this nomination, I am disposed to make 
a humble attempt at a few remarks. ‘There are some 
peculiar circumstances in relation to this nomination, 
that justly deserve to be noticed. 

No Universalist has ever received an appointment of 
this kind in this State. The connexion has been longer 
known as a distinct denomination, and, we believe, are 
more numerous, than some others who have been favor- 
ed With similar appointments. If the law of equity is 
then to be regarded, if true republican principles are to 
be adhered to, it is evident this appointment belongs to 
the Universalists. We have, at this time, attained to 
numbers which entitle us to some little notice, at least, 
among the different religious denominations ef our 
country ; and from the earliest existence of this Legis- 
lative body, we have reason to believe, a portion have 
been composed of Universalists. I do not pretend, Mr. 
Chairman, that I am disinterested in the appointment 
now pending. F am disposed frankly to confess my 
interest, and appear without disguise. I am, Sir, a 
Universalist myself. From the earliest period of the 
exercise of my mental faculties have I believed the doc- 
trine. And for something more than twelve years, I 
have publicly preached in this connexion. My inter- 
est, therefore, is the interest of my brethren scattered 
throughout this State, and the interest of a respectable 
portion ef this house. But I here anticipate an objec- 
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tion, and but one important objection can I think of, te 
the claim now before the house. I am not insensible 
that we are reproached as an irreligious and immoral 
people. The prejudices of many among the different 
denominations, are most inveterate against us. 

To talk of one’s own virtues is not commendable, and 
to be under the necessity of eulogizing one’s own de- 
nomination, you must be sensible, Mr. Chairman, is very 
embarrassing. But there are certain circumstances 
which may be called up to our advantage, and which I 
now conceive it my duty to do. 

We think reproaches against us from the members of 
this house, would come with an ill grace, so long as we, 
by the suffrages of a free people, compose a considera- 
ble portion of this very body, that has the name of 
HONORABLE. Our numbers are not confined to the house 
of Representatives ; among twelve Councillors we hers 


-_~pour™~ saauye 
al ay 


cnree or four. in this place, permit me further to men- 
tion the name of the late departed Rich, long a member 
from this State, in the Congress of the United States,— 
a name known to every gentleman in this house, and 
valued for honesty, diligence, and integrity. Bat grant 
that some Universalists are loose and irreligious, should 
the whole connexion be stigmatized because like other 
denominations, they have a few bad characters? There 
is no denomination without them. We say then to our 
opposers, if you stone us, let him that is without sin east 
the first. But, Mr. Chairman, it is nothing strange that 
we should have these evils to encounter ; other denom- 
inations, in their commencement, have endured the 
same ; but none was more distinguished in this respect 
than our Lord and his immediate disciples. 

As an example of travelling from degradation and 
distress to rest and popular influence, I would name the 
Baptists. One hundred and fifty years ago, such men 








Christian Repository. 173 


as mow occupy honorable stations in this Legisla- 
ture, wouid have been publicly whipped in Massachu- 
setts, for promulgating the doctrines they now preach. 
But the Baptists have now travelled from those fields 
of suffering in which their fathers endured and bled, and 
have obtained a name among the religious denomina- 
tions of our country. In the House of Representatives, 
we have two respectable preachers of that denomina- 
tion, one of whom we have, this year, made a judge of 
the County Court. We have another in the Council, 
who has long been a councillor and a judge. We have 
still another that fills an office next to the first in the 
State; so that instead of dishonor, as in times past, 
when their preachers were dragged to scenes of public 
disgrace, we all say, HIS HONOR, THE LIEUTENANT GOV- 
ERNOR. 

When, Mr. Chairman, we ask the liberal of other de- 
nominations to vote for our candidate, we only ask . 
them to return a favor once, that we many times have 
granted them. When the Congregationalists have made 
a nomination from one of their sect, the Universalists 
have voted for him ; when the Baptists, they have voted 
for theirs ; and when the Methodists, they have voted 
for theirs. All denominations that have had appoint- 
ments of this kind in this house, have received assist- 
ance from the Universalists, and many of them repeat- 
edly. Ifthe golden rule of our Savior is to be regard- 
ed as the proper model of moral conduct, is it improper 
that we should now call it to mind ? This rule presup- 
poses that men stand upon principles of equality. It 
knows nothing of the distinction of master and slave. 
We are now to learn the opinion of this house, whether, 
among the different denominations, we are to be treated 
as an equal ora slave. 


If indeed we cannot boast ef literature equal to some 
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ef the most learned of other denominations, we still 
believe we have preachers respectable for talents, and 
whose acquirements are sufficient to render their labors 
acceptable to an enlightened public. 

To the enlightened liberality of this house we submit 
the question. If they are disposed to grant the favor 
we ask, we, shall receive it thankfully. Should they 
still think proper to deny, we submit with patience and 
without murmur. 





— 


ORTHODOX IN DISTRESS. 

We publish the following from a newspaper, printed 
in Poultney, entitled the Morthern Spectator, with the 
editorial notice on the subject of the Legislative ap- 
pointment fer the next election sermon. We publish 
it, that we might transmit to posterity the spirit of the 
times in which we live; that our children, and our 
children’s children, when the Lord has given them 
peace on every side, may not forget what a field of cal- 
umny and “centradiction of sinners” their fathers trod 
and endured. We have no disposition te return railing 
for railing, and we can assure poor Orthodox that his 
distresses do very much awaken our sympathies, for him 
and his companions, and that could we command the 
armies of the allied powers of Europe, we would not 
tell him, he is a little graceless animal. No; we would 
pity him in his distresses, we would administer to his 
afflictions, and we would show him kindness. One 
distinctive trait of Universalism is to Jove an enemy ; 
but if we may judge of a tree by its fruit, it does not 
appear that Orthodox loves all his friends. He is for 
bringing every man to his measure. And we do like- 
wise believe that our brother Orthodox is very prodigal 
in the use of “atheists, deists, gamblers, usurers, pro- 
fane swearers, &c.”” “Sucu,” says he, “are the men 





ee eT oe Re eee 


— 
- 











Christian Repository. 175 


who have eleeted a Universalist chaplain.”” Such, then, 
are the majority of ‘the Vermont Legislature! The 
writer of this article knows that this is not true; for 
he was one ef that majority himself, and he knows that 
none of those characters are, or ever was, applicable to 
him. And he would sooner believe that Orthodox is 
insane, than that many of the worthy gentlemen that as- 
sisted him in this nomination, practise any of those vices. 

We would further inform Orthodox, that we “have” 
not yet “succeeded in giving the distinction of Chap- 
lain to the next Legislature to a Universalist ;”? neither 
have we attempted it. The next Legislature will have 
the liberty of choosing their own Chaplain. We have 
only appointed a Universalist to preach the next elec- 
tion sermon. We hope that Orthodox will feel better, 
when he comes to think over the subject a little more, 
and finds that, notwithstanding the soundness of his 
name, he has some failings, as well as other folks. We 
hope his eyes will be opened, so that he may see that 
we do not “reject every distinctive feature in the prin- 
ciples promulgated by the Author,” who came to do 
the will of Him, “who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

We would further notify the wary printer of the 
Northern Spectator, that we do not expect that we shall 
wish to enter the field of contention in the columns of 
his paper. And so long as the Legislature allow the 
people to choose their own ministers, and protect them 
in their choice, we hope he will not excite the people 
“loudly” to “object,” should the Legislature make their 
own ecclesiastical appointments. 





From the Northern Spectator. 
We have received the following communication from 
a highly respectable Layman, and insert it without com- 
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ment. Our columns will be open to an answer ; and alse 
for any candid communication relating to this subject. 
We shall not, however, introduce any article which may 
be written to prove, or disprove, any of the leading 
doctrines of the orthodox, or the universalist. Let the 
communications be confined to the inquiry ;—Does the 
Spirit of toleration require the appointment of a 
universalist chaplain to the Legislature? Is it persecu- 
tion in the people if they loudly object to such an ap- 
pointment? 


CHAPLAIN TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


After a contest of many years the enemies of true 
religion have succeeded in giving the distinction of 
Chaplain to the next legislature to a Universalist. If 
in this act of the representatives of an enlightened and 
religious people, the moral sense of the community has 
been outraged, and a bad evidence afforded of the 
unsoundness of the principles which dictated it, one 
important good at least will grow out of it—The people 
in future will be aroused to inquire into the moral and 
religious character of the men who are selected to 
represent them. This has been a matter strangely 
neglected by sober and reflecting men. They will now 
see that there is no safety in trusting the important 
eoncerns of their own times tothe hands of those who 
speculate in the faith of Christianity, or who reject its 
truths, and undermine, as far as in them lies, its foun- 
dations. 

It is singular as itis discreditable, that in towns 
where religious people govern entirely, where the voice 
of sobriety and of the gospel, is felt and respected 
above every other voice, that the public officers are 
frequently selected from that small number who have 
daring and wickedness enough fo discard the spirit 
and principles of Christianity, as they despise its 
wholesome restraints, and sneer at its affecting and 
ennobling results. It thus happens that atheists, deists, 
gamblers, usurers, profane swearers, &c. are found in 
the legislative hall ef the state. Such are the mea whe 
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have elected a universalist chaplain. Do the good peo- 

le of this state louk in astonishment upon this aspect 
of their affairs? Have they until this moment been 
ignorant of the true character and bent of the men 
whom they send yearly to Montpelier? It is even so; 
and they have required this nan act of impiety to 
rouse them from their stupor. 

It is in vain to say that the community demanded this 
appointment. The community demanded no such thing. 
The numberof sound religious people through the state, 
is more than ten to one of those who profess the doc- 
trine of universalism. Instead of calling for the ap- 
peintment, they will reprobate it. They will see in 
it nothing but resistance to sound piety, nothing but 
the temporary triumph of a heartless, feveris! and 
baseless vision of the carnal mind, over unwelcome but 
unalterable truth. 

It is equally futile to pretend ¢ that justice and reli- 
gious toleration required this extension of respect and 
comity to the Universalists. First let them gain the 
rank and distinction of a sect among the professors 
ef Christianity before they claim to make their tenets 
the law of a Christian public. Whatever the self love 
and the unlawful indulgences of men may do to induce 
a dependance upon the sentiments of universal salvation, 
the common sense of mankind will revolt at the idea of 
constituting that people a sect of Christianity, who 
reject every distinctive feature in the prineiples pro- 
mulgated by the Author of it. It is preposterous to 
maintain, therefore, that the Universalists constitute a 
sect of Christianity. What sentiments of that creed do 
they profess? What have they in common with other 
Christians ? As well might the followers of Mahomet 
claim kindred, and with Elias Hicks, Joanna Braith- 
waite, and Lorenze Dow, come in for the countenance 


and the approbation of the Legislature. 
ORTHODOX. 
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LONG LIFE. 

He who knows not what it is to labor, knows not 
what it is to enjoy. The felicity of human life depends 
on the regular presecution of some laudable purpose or 
ebject, which keeps awake and enlivens all our powers. 
Our happiness consists in the pursuit, much more thar 
in the attainment, of any temporal good. Rest is agree- 
able; but itis only from preceding labors that rest 
requires its true relish. When the mind is suffered to 
remain in continued inaction, all its powers decay. it 
soon languishes and sickens; and the pleasures which 
it proposed to obtain, end in tediousness and insipility- 
To this let that miserable set of men bear witness, whe 
after spending a great part of their life in active indus- 
trv, have retired to what they fancied was tobea pleas- 
ing enjoyment of themselves, in wealthy inactivity and 
profound repose. Where they expected to find an elys- 
ium, they have found nothing but a dreary and comfort- 
less waste. ‘Their days have dragged on with uniforre 
languor ; with the melancholy remembrance often re- 
turning, of the cheerful hours they passed, when they 
were engaged in the honest business and labors of the 
world. Blair. 


—_—_——_> -— 


From the Herald of Salvation. 
PRAYER. 

If a man seldom or never separate himself from the 
world, and withdraw his attention from its engrossing 
concerns, and go into the holy presence, where earthly 
things cannot intrude; if he seldom or never hold com- 
munion with the great Father, and thus receive the so- 
lemnity ot devotion, and the sense of his accountable- 
ness, how can it be hoped that he would retain any 
order of spirituality in his desires and feelings? If he 
#8 accustomed to contemplate religion only in the crewd 
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er hurry of worldly affairs, mingled with human imper- 
fections, and debased by human passions and weakness : 
and never or seldom engaged in its contemplations, 
retired from the world, in the immediate presence of 
God, where it is seen in its native lustre and purity, 
nor look forward to the day when it shall reign in 
heaven, separated from all present interests and infirm- 
ities; how can it be hoped that the fervor of his spirit 
shall be maintained, or that he will not grow cold and 
thoughtless, like the world to which he is chiefly ¢evot- 
ed? Prayer is the strength of virtue, and the chosen 
nurse of piety ; it drives away temptation, it gives for- 
titude in trial, it imparts power to faith, it brings future 
things present, and grants a foretaste of heavenly bliss. 
He that lives in prayer, lives an angel of God, and will 
learn to be devoted to him with the ardor and constan- 
cy of an angel. His heart is in heaven, and he has his 
conversation there. But where this duty is neglect- 
ed, his conversation is on earth, and therefore he cares 
for little but earthly things. Here is his employment, 
his hope, his home ; spiritual devotion never revives his 
longing after immortality, and it becomes languid, cold, 
and extinct. 
=== 
From the Gospel Advocate. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir,—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John differ mate- 
rially when speaking of Christ’s resurrection, I would 
ask you, Sir, how you can reconcile these contradictory 


passages with revelation and inspiration. . 
Matthew says—In the end of the Sabbath, as it be- 
gan to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
eame to the sepulchre, and that an angel had descended 
from heaven, and rolled back the stone from the deer ef 
the sepulchre, and sat upon it. 
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Mark says—Very early in the morning, the first day 
of the week, the two Marys came to the sepulchre at 
the rising of the sun, and entered into the sepulchre, 
and saw a young man sitting on the right side of the 
sepulchre. 

Luke says—That the two Marys came te the sepul- 
chre early in the morning the first day of the week, 
and behold two men stood by them in shining garments. 

John says—That Mary Magdalene came to the sepul- 
chre on the first day of the week while it was dark, and 
stooped down and looked in and saw two angels sitting 
one at the head and the other at the feet where the 
body of Jesus had lain. 

An explanation would be thankfully received. 

RusHFORD. 
ANSWER TO THE AROVE. 

I confess, after a careful examination of the four 
Evangelists, (on the above subject) that J cannot see a 
material difference ; their phraseology differs, and each 
af the writers takes his own way of exptessing the same 
subject ; and if we may judge any thing in this case, 
or argue the subject on the priuciples of the beginning 
and ending of the day among the Jews, there appears 
to me no cause of stumbling. 

Among the Jews, the night belonging to the day, 
preceded the day. The night was reckoned from the 
setting to the rising of the sun. A day, strictly speak- 
ing, comprehended all the time from sun setting tili 
gum setting, viz. twenty-four hours ; but for distinction, 
the twenty-four hours are divided into day and night, 
as above mentioned, According to this, the first day 
of the week did not begin till sun rising, although the 
first day night, which preceded it, began at the sun 


setting next preceding. 
The foundation is now laid to see whether there be 
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or be not that material difference between the four 
Evangelists, which is pretended by him who requests 
this explanation. 

Matthew says, In the end of the sabbath, as it began 
to dawn towards the first day of the week. If it began 
to dawn towards the first day, it is evident that the first 
day night had nearly past since the sabbath was ended, 
because the sabbath ended the sunset before. If our 
querist is stumbled with this expression, “in the end of 
the sabbath,’? Matthew immediately explains himself 
by saying, “as it began to dawn towards the first day 
of the week.’—The first day night had intervened 
between the end of the sabbath and the time of which 
he here speaks; so that according to Matthew it was 
between the dawn of day and the rising of the sun, on 
the first day of the week, that the womer went to the 
sepulchre. The expression, “in the end of the sabbath,” 
as it is in off translation, is not strictly correct: after 
the end of tH sabbath, is more agreeable to the origin- 
al, and certainly is the only form of expression, which 
can cemport with what follows, viz.as it began to dawn, 
&c.—Thus Matthew is clear, that the women went to 
the sepulchre, after the dawn, while the sun was rising 
on the first day of the week. 

Mark says, And when the sabbath was past, very early 
in the morning, the first day of the week ; they (i.e. the 
Marys) eame to the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 
If the sun had risen, it could not be very early in the 
morning, but if (as is the common expression,) the sun 
was about to rise, or was about rising; then Matthew 
and Mark agree. Besides, they, no doubt started for 
the sepulchre, after the break of day, and arrived to- 
wards sunrising. There is a perfect coincidence, then, 
between these two Evangelists. 


Luke says, Now upon the first day of the week, very 
16 
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early in the morning. Undoubtedly, it was between 
day and the appearance of the sun; it was while the 
sun was rising, not afterwards. This Evangelist, then, 
agrees with Matthew and Mark. 

John says, The first day of the week cometh Mary 
Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, &. Darkness 
remains in a considerable degree after the dawn of day, 
and as darkness and night are inseparable; and as 
night continues till the sun rises ;—and as Mary’s com- 
ing was between the dawn of day and the appearance 
of the sun; so it follows that it was yet dark, in some 
degree. Hence, unless we are disposed to cavil at ex- 
pressions, it will appear that these four Evangelists are 
agreed, perfectly, as to the time in which the women 
visited the sepulchre. 

The next thing is to reconcile the different accounts 
ef what was seen at the sepulchre. 

Matthew says, that the angel, who rolf€d back the 
stone, sat upon it. ° 

Mark says, that the women entered into the sepulchre, 
and saw a young man sitting on the right side of the 
sepulchre. 

Luke says, that two men steod by them in shining 
garments. 

John says, the women stooped down and looked in, 
and saw two angels sitting, one at the head and the oth- 
er at the foot where the body of Jesus had lain. 

If 1 were asked the question, whether here were a 
contradiction, I should answer inthe negative. If my 
reasons were asked for so doing, I should answer, that 
Matthew does not contradict Mark, nor Mark contradict 
Luke or John ; in short no one of these Evangelists 
contradicts another. 

All these appearances, no doubt, were real, and the 
women mentioned them; and each of the Evangelists 
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writes the account, not with a design to write the whole, 
but to give a true account in what they did write. 

Hence, from them all,we have the account of the whole. 

The whole of the evangelical writing is reconciled 
en the same principle. They do not contradict each 
other, but each of them rehearses the life and actions of 
Jesus Christ, not with a view of communicating the 
whole, (for in that case the world itself could not con- 
tain the books that should be written) but to give a gen- 
eral and true account in their relation, so far as they 
have written upon it. 

Thus we see a great difference in their relations, yet 


no contradiction. 
a 


From the Universalist Magazine 
@ELEBRATION. 
Messrs. Editors, 

At the request of the Society, and agreeable to pre- 
vious notice in the publie prints, a number of minister- 
ing brethren assembled at Gloucester, Mass. on the 3d 
instant,* for the purpose of attending the semi-century 
commemoration of the first preaching of Universal grace 
and salvation in that place, fifty years from that day, 
by the late Rev. John Murray. 

This occasion awaked in many bosoms the most inter- 
esting and sacred recollections. The goodness and 
help of Divine Providence “in the day of small things ;” 
the faith, patience, and perseverance with which some 
endured trials ; and the peace, joy, and triumphant hope 
in which many others had finished their earthly course, 
passed in review before usin the animated visions of 
remembrance, and reminded us of our sacred obligations 
ef gratitude and faithfulness to Heaven, for the success 


* November, 1824. 
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and prosperity of that holy faith which now causes the 
pulsations of joy to beat high in se many hearts, in the 
full assurance of universal happiness, through the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The public services of the morning were introduced 
by the reading of the second chapter of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, first Epistle ; and after singing, continued 
by an introductory address, by Br. Thomas Whittemore, 
of Cambridgeport, on the importance of the occasion, 
the propriety of commemorating the joy with which the 
proclamation of God’s universal salvation was at first 
received by the believing Gloucesterians ; the suffer- 
ings and persecutions through which they had contend- 
ed for the faith delivered unto them; and the success 
which had crowned their perseverance in the doctrine 
of impartial grace: after which he also offered the in- 
troductory prayer. 

A sermon was then delivered by Br. Paul Dean, of 
Boston, from the 7th chapter of the Ist of Sam. and the 
32th verse. “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” In 
this were noticed the good Providence and favor of God 
in sending to this country, his servant, the late Rev. 
John Murray, to preach to its since free, independent 
and favored inhabitants, “the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation to all men ;”’ and in the success which atten- 
ded his personal libors—in the courage and constancy 
with which the early believers of this heavenly doctrine 
met, sustained and overcome the trials of excommuni- 
cation, calumny, and oppression, in the name, and for 
the sake of christian liberty—in the progress which has 
attended this cause in that place, and in our Common- 
wealth and country, notwithstanding the tide of deter- 
mined opposition which set against it—and in the gift 
ef Br. Thomas Jones, as a second gift and messenger of 


“good tidings from a far country,” to be the Pastor and 
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guardian of this first Universalist Church gathered in 
America. The mention of some of tle many signs of 
the final and universal prevalence of this grace, the fe- 
licity which will attend its triumph, and the duty of 
those who are permitted to look for its coming, finished 
the discourse. The concluding prayer was by Zelotes 
Fuller, of Charlton, Mass. 

In the afternoon, the first prayer was offered by Br. 
Barzillai Streeter, of Troy, N. Y. and the discourse giv- 
en by Br. Sebastian Streeter, of Boston, from the first of 
Cor. ii. (0. “According to the grace of God; which is 
given unto me, as a wise master-builder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon.”’ In which it 
was ably and eloquently shown that Christ Jesus the 
Lord, as preached by the Apostles, John Murray, and 
others, is the sure and precious foundation laid in Zion, 
for the salvation of the world. He continued by de- 
scribing the support which this benignant sentiment has 
yielded and still yields its sincere followers in the hour 
of affliction and death; and concluded by ingeniously 
setting forth and defending the mild and happy inilu- 
ence, which, as it advances, it will exert upon the minds 
and hearts of men, and upon all the institutions of soci- 
ety. Br. Ezra Leonard, of Cape Ann, made the con- 
eluding prayer. 

The evening service of said day was commenced with 
prayer by Br. Hubbard H. Winchester, of Wilmington, 
Vt. and continued by an interesting sermon by Br. Ho- 
sea Ballou, 2d, of Roxbury. ‘ext, Isaiah Ix. 2, 5, 4. 
“For behold the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall arise 
upon thee, and his clory shall be seen upon thee.— 
And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes 
round about, and see; all they gather themselve¢ 

16* 
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together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from 
far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.’ 
He contrasted the views of religion which prevailed in 
these parts fifty years ago, with those more rational 
and enlightened, which are entertained at the present 
day: and inferred from hence the speedy approach of 
that blessed day, when divine light and truth shall dis- 
perse the darkness, and fill the whole earth with the 
glory of the Lord, and bring all the sons and daughters 
of Adam to worship before him in the beauties of per- 
fect holiness. These animating services were inter- 
spersed with excellent and appropriate music by the 
choir, attended by full and solemnly attentive audien- 
ces, and closed with a devout prayer by Br. Thomas G. 
Farnsworth, of Newton, Mass. After which we return- 
ed to Col. Pierce’s, by whose christian liberality and - 
attention, in connexion with others, we were enter- 
tained in a most friendly manner. By ourselves and 
many others, we feel assured this celebration will be 
long remembered, and numbered among the happiest 
occasions of our lives. And we cherish the hope and 
belief that the semi-century return of this day will be 
celebrated with religious gratitude and joy until Christ 
shall have an altar in everv place, and at every altar, an 
herald of salvation ministering to his redeemed. 
By order, 
PAUL DEAN. 


P. S. The Editors of Universalist periodical publica- 
tions are requested to insert the above. P. D. 


Ye observe days and months, and times, and years. Iam afraid 
ef you, lest | have bestowed upon you labor in vain.—Sr. PAvL. 
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OBITUARY. 


Died, at his residence in Shoreham, on the 15th October, 
after a short illness, the Hon. Cuarues Ricn, aged 53 years, 
a Representative from this State in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. By the death of this excellent and valuable man, 
the community have experienced a loss which will long be 
deplored. “A more upright and useful member than he was 
does not remain in the house of Representatives. He was tru- 
ly a business man ; and in public and in private life, honored, 
respected, and loved by all that knew him.” From an early 
period of life,.he was a firm believer, and open defender of the 
universal grace of God, which bringeth salvation unto all 
men. 
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From the Gospel Visitant. 
THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 


“Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is precious.” 
1 Peter ii. 7. 

The preciousness of a thing is measured by the bene- 
fits enjoyed by possessing it. The purest gold, or the 
most precious stone, would by no means compare with 
a piece of the most indifferent bread, with one who is 
perishing with hunger, on a barren, desolate isle. Jesus 
says, “I am the bread of life.” How precious is bread 
to the fainting soul, who is perishing with hunger! If 
such an one were presented with gold, silver or the most 
costly gem, what would he say? Away with these idols 
of the rich, these perishable gods ef those who fare 
sumptuously every day; but give me but a few crumbs 
which fall from their overburdened tables. In a land of 
famine, far from his father’s house, the prodigal perished 
with hunger, until the bread enjoyed by his father’s ser- 
vants wasremembered. This precious treasure inspired 
the wretched, self-condemned, heart-broken sinner, with 
the noble resolution to return a penitent. For a short 
season, the gay, fashionable pleasures of sin may intox-~ 
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icate the bewildered transgressor, and he may assay te 
feed on husks, but hunger will soon be felt in all its 
gnawing keenness. ‘To such, how precious is the bread 
of life! 

This precious corner stone “is made unte us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption.” How 
precious is wisdom, even that wisdom which is from a- 
bove, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy ! 

To a world plunged to the nether parts of the dark 
abyss of folly and ignorance, what can be more precious 
than this wisdom of God? Who can tell the worth of 
this pure wisdom to the nations of the earth, misguided 
by superstitious errors and abominable idolatries? 
Should one be led to inspect the situation of the Christian 
church, to examine the different creeds, formularies, and 
frivolous superstitions ; and observe the enmity, want 
of charity, censoriousness and perpetual recritainations 
which appear te employ the abilities and learning of 
too many of her spiritual guides, would he not say to 
himself, where is that precious wisdom which is peace- 
able, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy ? 
In this view of the infinite necessity ef this precious 
wisdom, would he not adopt the language of Job? «It 
cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed 
for the price thereof. It cannot be valued with the 
gold of Ophir, with the precious Onyx, or the Sapphire. 
The gold and the crystal cannot equal it; and the 
exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. No 
mention shall be made of coral or of pearls; for the 
price of wisdom is above rubies.” 


[Te be continued.] 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


“The first Baptist Church of America was founded in 
Providence, in 1639. ‘Their sentiments spreading into 
Massachusetts, in 1651, the general court passed a law 
against them, inflicting banishment for persisting in the 
promulgation of their doctrines. In 1658, Quakers 
making their appearance in Massachusetts, the Legis- 
lature of that colony passed several laws against them. 
No master of a vessel was allowed to bring any one of 
this sect into its jurisdiction on penalty of one hundred 
pounds. Other still severer penalties were inflicted up- 
on them in 1657, such as cutting their ears, and boring 
their tongue with a hotiron. They were at length ban- 
ished on the pain of death, and four refusing to go, were 
executed in 1659.” 


“Renunciation of Universalism.—From a letter pub- 
lished in the Hartford Christian Secretary, it appears, 
that Rev. Z. Crossman, who has been, for several years, 
pastor of the New Universalist Church at Norwich, 
Con. has publicly renounced his sentiments.” 








Dedication and Installation——On Wednesday, Aug. 
18, the new Universalist Meeting-house in Hartford, 
Con. was dedicated. The nexteday Br. John Bisbee, Jr. 
was installed over the church and society in that place. 
ife has likewise taken the editorial department of the 
Religious Inquirer, formerly edited by Br? Carrique. 








Br. Robert Bartlett is appointed to preach the next 
election sermon in the Legislature of this State, the 
first appointment of the kind ever given toa Univer- 
salist in Vermont. 

Ss 
The total number of Baptists throughout the United 


States is computed at present to be about 223,000.— 
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The increase during the last year was about 12,000, 
which has been nearly the annual average increase 
since 1821. The number of associations of this denom- 
ination of Christians is 184, among which are 3594 
churches, and 2219 ministers. Gazeiteer. 


-— 


Br. Barzillai Streeter, Salem, Mass. has received and 
accepted an invitation to become the pastor of the Uni- 
versalist Sosiety in the city of Trov, N. Y. 


The Genesee Branch of the Western Association con- 
vened at Pembroke, Genesee County, N. Y. Sept. 14, 
1824, Discourses were delivered by Brs. S. Adams, 
J. S. Thompson, L. S. Everitt, J. Potter, and J. S. Flag- 
ler. Five new societies were received into fellowship, 
and faverable reports were made of the cause of truth 
in various sections in the region round about. The 
Association adjourned to meet at Parma, Mongoe coun- 
ty, on the last Wednesday and Thursday of Sept. 1825. 


[= 
The Chenango Branch Association of Universalists 


was attended in the town of Hopbottom, County of Sus- 
quehannah, on the first Wednesday and Thursday of 
September last. Two Societies were received into fel- 
lowship, and Br. Joht® A. Dexter received a letter of 
fellowship as a preacher of the gospel. The new Con- 
stitution of the Western Asseciation was unanimously 
adopted, and’ Br. S. Adams appointed standing Clerk of 
that branch, Four discourses were delivered by Brs. 
S. Finch, O. Ackley, E. Ferris, and N. Stacy. The As- 
sociation adjourned to meet at Tioga Point, county of 
Bradford, Penn. on the last Wednesday in August, 1825. 


Another challenge.—Mr. M’Calla has challenged Mr. 
Kneeland to another controversy, to which he has as- 
sented, on condition that Mr. M’Calla’s friends wilt 
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open one of their Meeting houses, to show that they ap- 
prove of this method of conducting an argument, and to 
reciprocate the favor they enjoyed in the use of his 
church, in the first debate. Gos. Her. 





Br. Wood has lately published “a sermon on the salu- 
tary nature of punishment.” Br. Hudson has likewise 
published a pamphlet containing, “a brief statement of 
the reasons for rejecting the doctrine of endless misery.” 
Both appear to be well written pieces, and merit the 
attention and perusal of the brethren. 





To correspondents.—The Editor calculates to answer 
Br. Brooks’ last communication, in the next number. 

Several communications are on hand, which will be 
noticed in our next. 

Subscribers are requested to excuse an unusual delay 
of this number of the Repository, on account of the ne- 
cessary absence of the Editor. 


POETRY. 


For the Christian Repository. 
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 


“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thee 
suffer thine holy One to see corruption.” 


Relentless death, we own thy power, 

A universal conqu’ror, thou, 

All kindred, nations, ranks and stations, 
Must at thy shrine submissive bow. 


Yet, tho in dusty beds of slumber, 
Thy victims sleep in long repose, 

Didst not thou find thy power athwarted, 
When, frem the grave, the Savier rose ‘ 
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He burst the iron bars asunder, 

The massy doors flew open wide ; 

The shroud, the linen clothes and napkin, 
Roli’d together, laid aside. 


Triumphant rose the Prince of life, 

And spoil’d the powers of death and hell; 
The heavenly seraphs joyful waiting, 
The glorious victory to tell. 


Be glad, ye heavens, rejoice, O earth, 
Your great Redeemer’s fame extol ; 
Come, sound aloud the great salvation 
Of him who died and rose for all. 


T. L. CARPENTER. 


From the Haverhill (Mass.) Gazette. 
THE GRAVE. ; 


Tis silent in the grave ; 

No noise disturbs these chambers of the dead ; 
For them in vain we weep, 
We cannot break their sleep, 

We cannot rouse them from their lowly bed. 


Tis peaceful in the grave, 

Tho pain and sorrow through the earth should reign. 
No bitter pang of woe, 
Nor trouble does he know, 

Who lies at rest within its dark domain. 


*Tis lonely in the graye, 

The voice of love and friendship never sound 
Amid the hoary gloom 
And darkness of the tomb, 

But dread and horror ever reign around. 





